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example of his father's depravity, he is persuaded by Agnes
and her schoolmaster brother to disown the relationship and
offer a bribe for secrecy. The climax conies when Ansell
in an impassioned and unlikely speech, causing the greatest
confusion in the school dining-hail, reveals that Stephen is
the son, not of Rickie's father, but of his mother. Rickie
faints, then goes back on his previous resolution and is
determined to devote himself in future to his brother. His
ambition is to save the young man from drunkenness and
in a way to civilize him. Yet the ambition is again unreal.
It is not Stephen so much as some fantasy connected with
his mother that Rickie loves. Once more he finds, as he
found in the case of his marriage, that Ms attempted
excursion into reality7 has been a failure. He dies * wearily \
in saving his brother's life, agreeing finally with one of the
characters who, just before this incident, has said to him:
* I tell you solemnly that the important things in life are
little things, and that people are not important at all. Go-
back to your wife.'
It will be seen that the novel again concerns a failed
intellectual. Rickie cannot be called an attractive character,,
but he is a character viewed with great sympathy. It is
women who cause his collapse by distorting his emotions.
He puts into them what does not exist. Yet his unavailing
efforts to discover what does exist do give him a certain
dignity.
So far as the writing is concerned, Forster's satire on the
public school world of Sawston is brilliant; his description
of the deterioration of Rickie's character in this world is
most moving. So too is his attack on Agnes. Yet still one
notices an insecurity with regard to the deeper and more
personal emotions. There are embarrassing moments in
the account of the brief love affair between Agnes and Gerald
Dawes, who is a handsome cad and bully, yet who, being
in some unexplained way * physical \ is, after being, in
Forster's words, * broken up in the football match', un-
naturally deified. Stephen also, as a representative of' the-